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UNCLAS BRUSSELS 13234 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EINV, BEXP, BE 

SUBJECT: CLOSING OF THE PENNSYLVANIA COMMERCE 
DEPARTMENT IN BRUSSELS 

REF: BRUSSELS 13020 

1 . STATE OF PENNSYLVANIA BUREAU OF INTERNATIONAL 
COMMERCE OFFICE CLOSED SEPTEMBER 30 WITHOUT PAYING ITS 
BILLS. JOHN BRENNAN, DIRECTOR OF THE EUROPEAN OFFICE, 

SENT A LETTER TO ALL THE EUROPEAN EMBASSIES AND SOME 
OTHER OFFICES WITH WHICH HIS OFFICE DEALT ANNOUNCING 
FORMALLY THAT THE OFFICE IS CLOSED AND THAT QUOTE THE 
SECRETARY OF COMMERCE HAS NOT SEEN FIT TO ALLOW 
SUFFICIENT TIME OR MONEY FOR A PROPER PHASEDOWN OF THE 
OFFICE ACTIVITIES. MORE IMPORTANTLY THE UNPROFESSIONAL 
CLOSURE DOES NOT PERMIT US TO ADVISE ALL OUR CLIENTS AND 
CONTACTS OF THE REORGANIZATION THAT HAS TAKEN PLACE AND 
WHERE THEY SHOULD TURN IN THE FUTURE FOR ASSISTANCE. 

AS YOU CAN IMAGE, ....WE.. ..ARE EXTREMELY DISPLEASED 

WITH THEIR ABRUPT ACTION WHICH IS IN DIRECT CONTRADICTION 
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TO THE IMAGE AND REPUTATION WE CREATED FOR PENNSYLVANIA 
IN EUROPE. UNQUOTE. 

2. ACTION REQUESTED: WE EXPECT QUERIES FROM THE PUBLIC 
AND FROM INTERESTED PARTIES SUCH AS LANDLORD, CREDITORS, 

ETC. UNLESS INSTRUCTED OTHERWISE, WE INTEND TO REFER 
ALL QUERIES DIRECTLY TO HARRISBURG. CHAMBERS 
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